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FROM THE PRESIDENT’S DESK 

May 2020 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
BOG Mee ng—Virtual 
May  18| 4:00 PM—5:00 PM 
 
Chapter Mee ng—Webinar 
May 21 | 11:00 AM—
12:15pm 
 
 
Annual Golf Tourney 
Jun 17| Flintrock Falls 
401 Jack Nicklaus Dr. 
Aus n, TX 78759 
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Meeting Information 4 Well Austin, we did it!  We’ve come to the end 

of this wild and crazy year with our sanity somewhat 
intact (hopefully). We had a few firsts in our chapter 
including a fall bowling tournament, two Austin 
ASHRAE Universities, some virtual meetings, and a 
pandemic...so there’s that! LOL  My only regret is we 
didn’t get to end the year with one final happy hour. 
Finally, as I make my exit stage left, I’d like to thank 
all the officers, committee chairs, and everyone else 
involved with the Austin Chapter this year.  I hope I met your expectations 
because you definitely met mine!  

Respectfully submitted, 

Gayle Davis, P.E. 
Outgoing 2019-20 Austin ASHRAE Chapter President  

Gayle Davis 
Chapter President 
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2020 ASHRAE REGION VIII VIRTUAL CRC 
Due to the contingency arisen by the COVID-19 the CRC that would 
take place in Houston this 2020 has become the first Virtual CRC. 

Please register for Region VIII’s Virtual CRC at the link below: 

Region VIII Virtual CRC 
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Location: 

ONLINE ONLY 

  Link to Register: Click Here 

 Price is $15

Agenda—May 21, 2020 

 11:00am—12‐00pm:
Main Program

 1200—12:15pm:       Q&A |
Adjourn

Stuart Bloomquist 

Thank you to everyone that participated last month in our first virtual meeting.  Things seemed to 

go off without a hitch.  Thank you to Paul Stewart for volunteering his time to join us.   

This month we are fortunate to have Timothy Wentz, P.E., a distinguished ASHRAE lecturer join 
us.  He will be discussing ‘The Future of our Industry.’  This presentation will explore some of the 
emerging trends and technologies that will likely shape our future. As with any dramatic change, 
both danger and opportunity will manifest themselves, requiring us to create innovative, imagina‐
tive approaches to seize the opportunities.  

Our Speaker: 

Prof. Wentz graduated from the University of Nebraska with a Bachelor of Science degree 
in Mechanical Engineering and a Master’s degree in Business Administration. He is a registered 
professional engineer in Nebraska. Additionally, he holds both Master Heating Contractor and 
Master Plumbing Contractor licenses, is a LEED® ‐ Accredited Professional (AP‐BD&C)) and holds 
an ASHRAE certification as a High‐performance Building Design Professional (HBDP). 

Upon graduation from the University of Nebraska – Lincoln, Tim went to work for his family’s me‐
chanical contracting firm where he developed an expertise in design/build contracting, estimating 
and project management on a wide range of commercial projects across the Midwest. Since enter‐
ing academia in 1994, Prof. Wentz has received numerous awards and honors for his teaching and 
service to the HVAC industry. In 2000, ASHRAE awarded Tim the E. K. Campbell Award of Merit 
for outstanding service and achievement in teaching. The Mechanical Contractors Association of 
America (MCAA) has named Tim their national “Educator of the Year” award on three occasions, 
2000, 2002 and 2004. In March of 2009, the MCAA awarded Tim its highest honor, the Distin‐
guished Service Award and in 2015 ASHRAE awarded Tim the Exceptional Service Award. In recog‐
nition of his service to industry, in 2018 the College of Engineering at the University of Nebraska 
awarded Tim its inaugural Lifetime Achievement Award. 

Prof. Wentz is a very active volunteer within ASHRAE, where he has served as the Nebraska Chap‐
ter President for 1997‐1998. He also served as Director and Regional Chair for Region IX of 
ASHRAE and was inducted into the Region IX Hall of Honor in 2005. ASHRAE also elected Tim a 
Fellow of the Society in 2005. Tim recently served as Society President in 2016‐2017 and launched 
the Society theme for that year ‘Adapt Today to Shape Tomorrow’.  

MAY MEETING:  FUTURE OF OUR INDUSTRY 

Timothy Wentz, P.E. 
University of Nebraska 
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Membership Promo on: 

Reference: COVID‐19, Member Count  and Thank You 

Dear Aus n ASHRAE Members: 

I would like to say thank you to all our exis ng members and all of the new members we have gained 

this year. ASHRAE is driven in large part through membership and it is important to not just have a 

lot, but to have ac ve and engaging members in our local group. It has been a pleasure to serve the 

Aus n local Chapter as this years co‐chairs, and right now the plan is for me to con nue onto next 

year. If you are looking to help, feel free to reach out to anyone on the board or to myself (contact 

informa on further down). 

Secondly, I would also like to thank everyone that has renewed despite our current situa on with 

COVID‐19. Special thanks to our new members during this me as well, as money is becoming ght 

for certain people and doing your part to support ASHRAE is greatly appreciated. Our situa on with 

COVID‐19 is fluid and changing daily. Joining and helping ASHRAE through dona ons, paying dues or 

even providing volunteer me in a technical commi ee can all help in comba ng COVID‐19. For 

more resources from ASHRAE and others visit our resources page here: h ps://www.ashrae.org/

technical‐resources/resources.   

On the membership front, we currently have 44 members that are delinquent with several lapsing in 

the next few months. As soon as a membership lapses that member becomes inac ve and our chap‐

ter membership drops significantly.  

To give you an idea, we started out the year with 363 members. Our ASHRAE goals have us trying to 

a ain a total of 370 members and we are actually neutral right now. Despite not showing growth, 

this is actually a drop from the last few months and if you happen to conference call with your 

ASHRAE friends, remind them to make sure they’ve renewed.  

Con nue reading…. 

Ricardo Soto 

MP Chair

AUSTIN, TEXAS CHAPTER 

est. 1956 

ashrae.org 

aus nashrae.starchapter.com 

Volume 64, Issue 10 

Jeff Miller 

MP Co‐Chair
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Membership Promo on (Cont.): 

Remember that PAID UP members have the greatest impact on both Society’s and the local Chap‐

ter’s financial bo om line. You can renew here: h ps://www.ashrae.org/membership/renew.  By 

renewing YOU are making a big impact for our local chapter! 

Please also remember that Society membership is a prerequisite to local membership.  Local mem‐

bership in Aus n’s Chapter helps support our local efforts.  You can pay you local dues of $40 at the 

same me you pay your Society dues, or simply bring your dues payment to a monthly mee ng.  This 

will allow us to keep you informed on all local ac vi es If you have any ques ons, please feel free to 

contact me at 512‐472‐6721 during the day, or via email at rsoto@pagethink.com If you find that 

you have not paid your dues, you can go to the ASHRAE website and pay your dues online at 

www.ashrae.org.  Should you have any ques ons regarding this effort, do not hesitate to contact 

ASHRAE headquarters at 1‐800‐5ASHRAE. 

Again, we are looking for help for next year and if you are interested in volunteering and in trying to 

help people,  ASHRAE is a good place to start. Stay safe! 

Respec ully submi ed, 

Ricardo Soto, Membership Promo on Chair 

Jeff Miller, Membership Promo on Co‐Chair 

Ricardo Soto 

MP Chair

AUSTIN, TEXAS CHAPTER 
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ashrae.org 
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Jeff Miller 

MP Co‐Chair
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Gold Sponsors 

Vanessa Freidberg 

RP Chair

Volume 64,  Issue 10 
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Research Promo on:  

Silver Sponsors 

Vanessa Freidberg 

RP Chair

Volume 64,  Issue 10 
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Research Promo on:  

NEW DATE 

June 17, 2020 

Annual Golf Tournament  

April 1, 2020     

The Hills of Lakeway Country Club 

Flintrock Falls Course 

401 Jack Nicklaus Dr, Aus n, TX 78738  

Contact: Andy Collier  

acollier@txap.com  

(512) 485‐5304

Vanessa Freidberg 

RP Chair

Volume 64,  Issue 10 



10  

AUSTIN, TEXAS CHAPTER 

est. 1956 

ashrae.org 

aus nashrae.starchapter.com 

May 2020 

Research Promo on:  

Proceeds support our ASHRAE chapter general fund, research, 

scholarships, YEA, and other programs.  

ASHRAE is a 501(c)(3) which advances the arts and sciences of 

HVAC, serves humanity, and promotes a sustainable world.  

In the last 5 years, ASHRAE RP donated $2,568,398  to Univer-

sity of Texas HVAC research. The money you invest is vitally im-

portant and more than 10 x the investment comes directly back 

to our home city of Aus n!  

Every $1 that is donated is matched by ASHRAE 100%.  

Goal Update: 

To date we raised $18,614 which is

38% of our $49,000 goal by June 2020

Vanessa Freidberg 

RP Chair

Volume 64,  Issue 10 
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Research Promo on:  

Current Individual 2019—2020 Donors (to date)! 

ashrae.org/donate 

This years tax deduc ble dona ons through June 2020! 

 THANK YOU! 

Vanessa Freidberg 

RP Chair

Volume 64,  Issue 10 

Andy Collier  Lorenzo Gonzalez 

Bill Klock  Maesan Carley 

Cameron Labunski  Mark Mikulin 

Charles Whidden  Michael Davidson 

Cur s Boecker  Miguel Minick 

David Driggers  Philip Naughton 

David Payne  Priscilla Sager 

Gayle Davis  Randy Schrecengost 

Jeff Miller  Ryan Burke 

Jon-Erik Johnson  Steven Hansen 

Josh McCalip  Stuart Bloomquist 

Jus n Johnson  Todd Schmi  

Ka e Klassen  Vanessa Freidberg 

Larry Bloomquist 

Brennan Mi al  Mark Merriman 
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Research Promo on:  

Individual and Company 2018—2019 Donors! 

Thank you to last years donors! 

Vanessa Freidberg 

RP Chair

Volume 64,  Issue 10 
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May 2020 

YEA Activities  

All YEA activities have 

been suspended for the 

time being. We hope that 

everyone is staying safe.  

Thanks. 

Katie Klassen ‐ 

katie.klassen@hts.com 

Katie Klassen 
YEA Chair 

AUSTIN, TEXAS CHAPTER 
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May 2020 

Student Activities

K12 STEM ACTIVITY 

UT Girl Day, Bunny Copters in February was a successful, great event! 

Events canceled for remainder of year. 

Nick Prisco 
Student Activities Chair 

AUSTIN, TEXAS CHAPTER 
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TREASURER’S REPORT 

May 2020 

 
David Payne 

Treasurer 
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Account Balance as of 4/13/20: 

BUSINESS CHECKING 16,181.57 
BUSINESS  SAVINGS $1,525.43  

Aus n ASHRAE 2019 ‐2020 Budget 

CATEGORY Actual BUDGET Difference 

INCOME   $  64,178.21    $    94,600.00  

ASHRAE University Income   $    7,562.10    $      6,000.00   $   (1,562.10) 

Aus n Chapter Dues Income   $    7,855.00    $    10,400.00   $    2,545.00  

Fall Bowling Tournament Income   $    2,400.00    $      4,000.00   $    1,600.00  

SpringBowling Tournament Income   $      4,000.00   $    4,000.00  

Top Golf Income   $    8,895.90   $    11,200.00   $    2,304.10  

Golf Tournament Income   $    4,150.00    $    33,000.00   $  28,850.00  

Mee ng Income   $  12,324.46    $    15,000.00   $    2,675.54  

Spor ng Clay Income   $  13,124.25    $    11,000.00   $   (2,124.25) 

Sponsorships   $    7,866.50    $      9,000.00   $    1,133.50  

TOTAL 

EXPENSES   $  53,477.70    $    94,600.00   $  41,122.30  

Accountant (Taxes)   $       600.00    $         600.00   $        ‐ 

ASHRAE University Expenses   $    3,195.18    $      4,250.00   $    1,054.82  

Fall Bowling Tournament Expenses   $    1,072.09    $      1,600.00   $      527.91 

Spring Bowling Tournament   $      1,600.00   $    1,600.00  

Chapter Expenses   $    1,054.51   $         700.00   $      (354.51) 

CRC Reimbursement Expenses   $       855.37    $      3,000.00   $    2,144.63  

2024 Aus n CRC Host Fund   $      1,200.00   $    1,200.00  

Top Golf Expenses   $    4,552.40   $      5,300.00   $       747.60  

Golf Tournament Expenses   $    1,287.72    $    13,000.00   $  11,712.28  

Guest Speaker Expenses   $       528.92    $         300.00   $      (228.92) 

Sponsorships   $       200.00  

Mee ng Expenses   $  11,395.05    $    11,600.00   $       204.95  

Region VIII Membership Expenses   $      1,800.00   $    1,800.00  

Research Contribu on ‐ Endowments   $  18,644.79    $    33,000.00   $  14,355.21  

Research Contribu on ‐ General   $      2,400.00   $    2,400.00  

Spor ng Clay Expenses   $    8,432.96    $      8,600.00   $       167.04  

StarChapter Expenses   $         600.00   $       600.00  

Student Ac vi es Expenses   $       414.79    $         450.00   $         35.21  

Student Dinners   $       221.86   $         350.00   $       128.14  

Student Scholarships & Conferences   $      964.96   $     3,000.00   $    2,035.04  

YEA Expenses   $     57.10   $      1,250.00   $    1,192.90  

TOTAL  $  10,700.51  
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May 2020 

ASHRAE meeting minutes 

Date: April 16, 2020 
Time: 11:00 AM 
Topic: Indoor Grow Facility Design 
Location: Webinar 
Paul Stewart from Desert Aire gave a webinar with the topic of Indoor Grow 
Facility Design. In his presentation Paul discussed the different indoor envi‐
ronment constraints that are present to promote proper plant growth, max‐
imize yields, and minimize operating costs. In his presentation, Paul dis‐
cussed how a good engineering design can lead to a better growth environ‐
ment for the plants, which increases the overall profit for the site. Thank you 
to everyone that attended! 

Lorenzo González 
Secretary 

AUSTIN, TEXAS CHAPTER 

est. 1956 
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May 2020 

B.O.G Meeting Minutes 
Date: May 18, 2020 

Call to Order & Introductions 

Meeting started at _4:04____p.m. 

ASHRAE Code of Ethics, 

“In this and all other ASHRAE meetings, we will act with honesty, fairness, courtesy, 

competence, integrity and respect for others, and we shall avoid all real or perceived 

conflicts of interests”. 

Determination of Quorum 

 8 of 10 voting members present. See highlighted members in attendance. 

Gayle Davis, Mark Merriman, Trevor Crampton, Maesan Carley, Katie Klassen, Andy Collier, 

Wyatt Hahn, Lorenzo Gonzalez, Steve Hansen, Ryan Burke, David 

Payne, Randy Schrecengost, Stuart Bloomquist, Larry Bloomquist, 

Ricardo Soto, Vanessa Freidberg. 

Upcoming Events:  Items effected by the COVID‐19 travel restrictions or group size 

restrictions. 

Golf RP Tournament 

Date: June 17th. 

Registered Teams: 19 verbally confirmed / not paid.  Requested confirmation for June 17th 

date.  15 teams confirmed; 2 dropped; 2 awaiting confirmation.  

Goal is 20 teams. 

Course COVID19 Restriction: Single rider per cart; limits teams to 20. 

Dinner & Awards?  Have a to‐go dinner box. 

May 21st Chapter Meeting 

Tim Wentz on Go‐To meeting. 18 registered. 

Lorenzo González 
Secretary 

AUSTIN, TEXAS CHAPTER 

est. 1956 

ashrae.org 

aus nashrae.starchapter.com 

Volume 64, Issue 10 



18  

May 2020 

B.O.G Meeting Minutes (Cont.) 
Chair Updates 

Nominating Committee  Steve Hansen 

Officer Swearing In. 

Vanessa Friedberg & Lorenzo Gonzalez absent. 

Open Discussion / New Business Items 

RP:  

RP 2019‐20 Goal: $49,000 

RP Received as of April 30, 2020: $18,614 

RP Anticipated: 

Fall ASHRAE University: $2,300 

Spring ASHRAE University: $2,700 

April Webinar Mtg: ~$400 

May Webinar Mtg: ~$300 

Golf: ~$9,000 to ~$15,000 

RP Anticipated: $~$33,314 to $39,314  (not including RP endowment interest) 

Incoming President Ryan Burke. 

Early June summer planning meeting #1 followed by a July meeting #2. 

A couple committee chair positions open. Looking for volunteers; send suggestions Ryan 

July 1st; start a Treasury Audit.  Must be a non‐BOG member. David is ready for an audit. 

July: Fake ASHRAE….need to see how this works out 

Adjourn.  Meeting adjourned at 4:38 p.m. 

Lorenzo González 
Secretary 

AUSTIN, TEXAS CHAPTER 
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May 2020 

Government Affairs Committee Updates: 

Stay tuned for upcoming GA Events moving forward into the 2020-2021 ASHRAE year.

Check out the Strategic Direc on 2023 plan at h ps://assets.aus ntexas.gov/financeonline/
downloads/Aus n‐Strategic‐Direc on_2023.pdf 

Ryan Knight 

GGAC Chair

Volume 64, Issue 10

AUSTIN, TEXAS CHAPTER 
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May 2020 

Refrigeration 
We are at the end of the ASHRAE year. Thank you to everyone that made this year a success! We 
look forward to planning for 2020 efforts. 

Lorenzo González 
Refrigeration Chair 

AUSTIN, TEXAS CHAPTER 
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May 2020 

Wyatt Hahn 
Electronic Communications Chair 

The Electronic Communications Committee (ECC) is dedicated to providing the ASHRAE Austin 

Chapter with timely and accurate information about all the goings-0n in the chapter! As we move 

into another year of implementing our new electronic system (StarChapter), we are continually 

trying to improve our communication methods, including meeting and event announcements and 

website layout. But this new system doesn’t come without its challenges! If you are having trouble 

receiving emails or have any other questions about ECC operations, please reach out and email us 

at info@austinashrae.starchapter.com.  

If you haven’t already, follow us on social media to discover more ways to stay connected in 
everything that is happening in Austin ASHRAE! 

https://www.linkedin.com/company/austinashrae/ 

https://www.facebook.com/austinASHRAE/ 

@austinASHRAE 

ASHRAE AUSTIN WEBM AS TER  

AUSTIN, TEXAS CHAPTER 

est. 1956 

ashrae.org 
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https://www.linkedin.com/company/austinashrae/
https://www.facebook.com/austinASHRAE/
https://www.instagram.com/austinashrae/
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Industry History—The Comfort Makers—Part 10 

We continue with another brief article about “The Comfort Makers”. Throughout history 

many people have become famous in the HVAC&R field while others are virtually unknown. 

These stories are of men and women found throughout our Industry History, with the refer‐
ence name and the information presented related to portions of an ASHRAE book by Brian 

Roberts. Other sources have been used as well.  So, our discussion of “Ventilators” continues 

from last month and will cover a few individuals. Did you know? 

Louis Savot (active early 17th century) was a Paris physician and French Architect during 

the sixteenth century and was employed to work on the Louvre. He became an innovator in 

the race to improve fireplaces, and made the first real attempts to improve fireplace con‐
struction and performance in France from about 1600‐1650. During that time he undertook a 

“scientific” study of smoky chimneys, suggesting significant improvements. Savot introduced 

fundamental innovations such as where the grate stood on a hearthstone which allowed for 

air to have more ready access to the fuel. He also narrowed the width of the fire place and 

required a smooth flue so that less air entered the chimney around the sides of the fireplace 

and creating a stronger draft in the flue. Cool air in the room entered and was drawn 

through the lower opening passages or ducts under, behind, and above the fire in the 

hearth, behind the fire grate. This air was warmed, rose, and returned or discharged into the 

room through a grille in the mantel, reducing the amount of air entering from the sides. 

This use of convected warm air was his second important contribution and a fireplace of 

Savot’s which is in the Louvre in Paris made use of this improvement.  

Savot also devised a double grate, in which the fuel was partially consumed on the upper 

bars. The partly burned fuel fell to the lower grate, where it was finally burned, ash falling 

onto the hearth beneath. In colonial America, because of the abundance of wood fuel sup‐
plies, fireplaces remained deep providing plenty of room for a large hang‐
ing pot.  Since most of the early settlers came from England they followed 

the British tradition of cooking over a large open hearth. Savot’s ideas were 

later developed by Nicolas Gauger and Sir John Winter, who introduced 

primary air for combustion direct from outside by means of a duct beneath 

the floor. 

At Right: Photo: http://www.motherearthnews.com/~/media/Images/

MEN/Editorial/Articles/Magazine%20Articles/1971/03‐01/Installing%20a%

20Fireplace%20and%20Heating%20With%20It/008‐077‐01.gif 

Continued on next page. 

Randy Schrecengost, 

Historian 

Volume 64, Issue 10 May 2020 
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Industry History—The Comfort Makers—Part 10 (Continued) 

Nicolas Gauger (Cardinal Polignac, approximately 1680‐1730), a French Cardinal 
and poet, built upon early improvements to fireplaces and wrote the “Mechanique 
du Feu” (1713), “Fires Improved: Or, A New Method Of Building Chimnies, So as 
to prevent their Smoking. In Which A Small Fire, shall warm a Room much better 
than a Large One made the Common Way. And the Method of altering such 
Chimnies as are already Built, so that they shall perform the same Effects”.  

Within this book he described seven different types of fireplaces and discussed 
his studies regarding symptoms such as eye and heart disturbances, fainting, indi‐
gestion, and difficulty breathing. All of which we now know to be consequences 
of a lack of ventilation and exposure to carbon monoxide. It wasn’t until 1713 that 
Gauger’s alterations in design took off both in Europe and America. Gauger’s 
main innovation was to line the fireplace with iron plates and equip it with a 
raised hearth, allowing the air in cavities in the brickwork to be heated by expo‐
sure to the plates and greatly reducing the problem of draught. As impressive as 
they were, they came with a hefty price tag ‐ and were renowned for being less 
than straightforward to install. 

https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=mecanique+du+feu&qpvt=mecanique+du+feu&FORM=IGRE 

Please note: information excerpted from “The Comfort Makers” by Brian Roberts, pages 6 and 25, and Orville R. Butler, 
Ph.D. is a historian at the Center for History of Physics, American Institute of Physics, College Park, MD. “Smoke Gets in 
Your Eye: The Development of the House Chimney” http://ultimatehistoryproject.com/chimneys.html 

Respectfully Submitted, 
Randy Schrecengost, Historian => 
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Vintage HVAC Advertisements, 1938 

During this year, Oil is discovered in Saudi Arabia. (Right). Huey, Dewey and Louie make their 
first appearance, in the Disney animated short Donald's Nephews. Superman first appears in 
Action Comics #1 (cover date June). The date is established in court documents released during 
the legal battle over the rights to Superman (on April 18, 2018, DC Comics released Action Com‐
ics #1000). 

The American Brass Co.  ‐ ad from the May 1938 issue of Heating Piping and Air Condi‐
tioning  

Please note: information excerpted from: HPAC Engineering Magazine, Edited by Ashley 

M. Doles, 08‐19‐2015, https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1938

Respectfully Submitted,  Randy Schrecengost, Historian  => 




